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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment($) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office 



4) [U Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



Summary Part of Paper No./Mait Date 20070226 



Application/Control Number: 10/660,747 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2179 

DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to the original application filed 09/1 2/2003. 
This action is Non-Final. Claims 1-6 are pending and have been examined. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to because of the following informalities: 

A. In the specification, page 7, under "BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBOIMENTS" the Applicant failed to disclose Figure 1 and Figure 7. 

B. In the specification, the Applicant failed to describe Figure 7. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed In the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sorokin et al. (US 
Patent 6,522,325), hereinafter "Sorokin" 
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As claim 1, Sorokin teaches a method for creating visual telepresence for a large 
number of simultaneous users (fig. 1, labels 10, 14, 18, 22, 14; coL 4, lines 52-56) comprising 
the steps of 

a. Simultaneously and continuously processing sets of images from a plurality of cameras (fig. 
1, labels 14, 18, 20, 22; col. 5. lines 53-56) to produce sets of short visual sequences that 
provide for virtual short movements in the environment (col. 6, lines 24-29, that the relative . 
movement paths through the anray will provide the virtual short movements); and 

b. Routing these many simultaneous repetitive short sequences to a plurality of user service 
processes (col. 4, lines 9-16); and 

c. Composing these short sequences into continuous video streams that provide convincing 
visual display (col. 12, lines 37-47, lines 61-67, that by increasing the camera outputs to 24 
frames per second it would provide streaming video) of telepresence to many simultaneous 
users (col. 4, lines 52-56). 

As claim 2, Sorokin further teaches the method in claim 1 wherein 
a. The user commands are used to determine which virtual path to switch to at the next short 
sequence juncture for each individual user (fig. 1, label 24; col. 8, lines 37-43). 

As claim 3, Sorokin further teaches the method in claim 1 wherein 
a. Some or all of the short visual sequences provide for stationary views of the environment 
(col. 12, lines 63-65, that by adjusting the refresh rate can show a static view). 

As claim 4, Sorokin further teaches the method in claim 1 wherein 
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a. The length of short sequences is one frame (col. 12, lines 63-65, that by adjusting the frame 
refresh rate can show a static view). 

As claim 5, Sorokin further teaches the method in claim 2 wherein a. Some or all of the 
short virtual short sequences provide for stationary views of the environment (col. 12, lines 63- 
65, that by adjusting the frame refresh rate can show a static view). 

As claim 6, Sorokin further teaches the method of claim 5 wherein a. The length of short 
sequences is one frame (col. 12, lines 63-65, that by adjusting the frame refresh rate can show 
a static view). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hubbe et al. (US Patent 6.667,748) - Method of displaying image sequences on mobile 
radio communications equipment co-operating with a subscriber identity module. 

Logan et al. (US Pub 2007/0026852) - Multimedia telephone system. 

Lapalme et al. (US Patent 6,753,899) - Method and apparatus for telepresence. 

Abrams et al. (US Pub 2004/01 19435) - Method and apparatus for remote location 
shopping over a computer network. 

Suzuki (US Pub 2003/0231 179) - Internet system for virtual telepresence. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Osberg whose telephone number is 571-270-1258. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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